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Press Release -  

Planning Application for Football Ground Redevelopment 
Newbury Community Football Group (NCFG) submit a planning application 
for an innovative redevelopment of the Faraday Road Football Ground, 
which will enable multiple use for the whole community 

Today NCFG submitted a planning application to redevelop the community owned Faraday Road 
Football Ground in Newbury. The proposals consist of 4 all-weather (3G) pitches, 1 full size, 1 youth 
size and 2 mini-soccer pitches. 3G pitches enable many games to be played everyday and will go a 
long way to addressing the shortage of football pitches in West Berkshire as identified by the FA in a 
recent report. 

The application is also supported by a recent survey conducted by NCFG to the footballing community 
across Newbury which identified that 91% of respondents felt that Newbury did not have enough quality 
outdoor football venues. 

Lee McDougall, spokesman for Newbury Community Football Group said: “This Planning Application is 
an exciting step towards providing enough football pitches for the community to use and will provide an 
excellent venue for children’s youth and senior football teams. We are determined to ensure there are 
enough quality facilities for our children and the wider community to use for the long term, to develop 
their sports skills and also to promote health and wellbeing in our community. Furthermore this scheme 
will not involve the use of any public funds” 

The survey comes on the back of some significant successes for NCFG. They helped Newbury FC gain 
a 2 year extension to their lease from West Berkshire Council and in November 2016, they successfully 
gained the status of an “Asset of Community Value” for the town centre football ground. In 2017 NCFG 
conducted the widest survey of community football facilities very conducted in West Berkshire, which 
showed an overwhelming level of dissatisfaction of Newbury’s football facilities by an extensive range 
of community football clubs, teams and participants. 

Contact - press@ncfg.uk 
Lee McDougall - 07836 201362 or Paul Morgan 07767 817208 



Notes for Editors 

1. Newbury Community Football Group was formed in 2016 to represent the views and 

needs of Newbury’s local footballing community.  

2. NCFG passionately believes that football, our national sport inspires young people 

and provides a focus for personal and physical development from early years into 

adulthood.  

3. The footballing community of Newbury consists of hundreds of participants from the 

ages of 6 for boys and girls to senior football for both men and ladies teams 

4. Sport is at the centre of national and local strategies to enhance health and 

wellbeing. 

5. One of NCFG’s key objectives is ensure Newbury retains a locally accessible 

properly equipped football ground that can be used by the whole community. 

6. NCFG is an inclusive voluntary organisation that comprises representatives from the 

full local community including:  
o AFC Newbury Boys and Girls,  

o Newbury Ladies,  

o Newbury District Primary Schools Football Association,  

o Pro-cision Sports and  

o Newbury FC.  

 


